
We begin with a wee reminder of our communion service this 
Sunday. You can be part of that service, live on Zoom at 10.30. 
You can simply click here to log on or go to the church website 
before 10.30 and click the ‘Zoom Communion’ button on the 
front page on the worship banner, or go to the Zoom page of the 
website and scroll down to the bottom and click on the 
communion button there. If you click on any of the underlined 
words, you will be taken directly to those pages. 

You can also join us with your normal phone by 
dialing 0131 460 1196. When asked for the 
meeting number, key in 881 7322 7559 
followed by a #. If asked for a 
password, just press the # key again. 

You can also take part at another 
time entirely, by tuning into the 
YouTube video in exactly the normal 
way or listen to the podcast as you 
would normally do. Both are very 
similar communion services. The 
phone line is also a repeat of the 
podcast communion. So, wherever you 
are and whenever you can tune in, we have 
bread and wine waiting for you. 

Over the next couple of pages, you’ll find information about 
opening the sanctuary for worship. We are aiming to worship in 
the church from Sunday 6th September, but that depends on the 
completion of all preparations and if there is no change to 
Scottish Government policy towards worship spaces.
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A letter from Roddy: 

I am aware a number are keen to worship in the church after five 
months of absence from something so familiar to us. I am 
equally aware many are hesitant, finding themselves wondering 
if they ought to feel they want to worship in the church when, in 
truth, they don’t and have found the videos and podcasts 
meaningful in new ways. 

I can relate to both. Many of us probably can: we enjoy the 
familiar space, it means something to us, but finding ourselves 
in that space in the context of Covid-19 makes us think twice. 
That is where all of us ought to be when thinking about coming to 
Church, and a number have rightly chosen not to worship in 
church until there is a vaccine or they feel less vulnerable. That is 
a good choice, 

Let me try to describe what worship will be like. 

When you approach the church there will be new signage 
reminding everyone to keep socially distanced and wear a face 
covering. 

You will be directed towards the East Door, which will be the 
only entrance. There a duty steward, who will be dressed in 
mask and visor, will ask you to sanitise your hands. We will 
have automatic dispensers for that purpose. 

We will check we have your name and phone number for 
Track and Trace, which you will have already given 

us because you will have phoned the church 
office to book your space. 

You will then be shown to a seat, using a 
one-way system, and it won’t be the one you 
normally sit in. 

The service will last about 30 to 40 minutes. 
There will be music but no singing. We are 

designing worship to suit the situation so it 
will be familiar yet, rather than be a whole lot of 

words, we will use music and images too to offer a 
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reflective space where we will feel connected to each other, 
despite sitting apart, and engage with our faith as a community. 

Following the service, you will be invited to exit using the one-
way system and leave from the West porch where there will be a 
box for an offering, if you wish to give in that way. You will also 
be invited to sanitise your hands with another automatic 
dispenser. Then you can go home for your bacon roll. We invite 
you to go straight home, without lingering, and enjoy the rest of 
the day. 

I know that sounds all quite rule based, but it is to give you some 
idea of what to expect rather than be disappointed or anxious, 
not knowing what you are being asked to do. 

The rest of the Bulletin will give some further instruction for you, 
but we will also have a Sofa Surfer night at 7pm on Thursday 
27th August, all about opening the church and any concerns you 
might have and questions you wish to ask. 

But please remember that our worship continues online by 
YouTube and Podcast and also by phone (0141 465 5774). None 
of that will change and, for many, will be our main experience of 
worship for the time being. 

Keep safely distanced and faithfully close. 

Roddy


Before you arrive 

We don’t want anyone to feel excluded. Everyone is 
welcome! But nor do we want anyone to feel under 

pressure to attend. The church asks you to please think 
carefully whether you are in the extremely vulnerable 

category by reason of health and/or age. If you are, then you 
may decide that coming to worship may be too risky. 

 
To help you decide, the Church of Scotland recommends that 
you use this assessment tool. 
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We do as the Scottish Government and the Church of Scotland 
advise. So please: 

▪ register your wish to attend by phoning the church office 
(0141 942 8827), giving your name and telephone 
number on the answering machine (See below) 

▪ arrive from 15 minutes before the service so we don’t have 
long queues 

▪ wear a face-covering and follow our social distancing 
arrangements 

▪ stay at home if you have symptoms of COVID or if you are 
self-isolating 

▪ stay at home if you feel that you or someone you live with 
is particularly vulnerable to COVID 

Booking a Place 
We never imagined we’d have to do this in 
church now-a-days!  

Given there is a maximum number of 
people allowed in the worship space, we 
have 45 spaces for congregation. In 
order that people don’t turn up just to be 
sent away again because we are at our 
maximum number, you are asked to phone 
the church office requesting a place by the 
Thursday evening of the week you wish to 
attend. Please leave your details on the answering 
machine. Your place will be confirmed by Catherine, 
the church secretary, on the Friday, who will take your name and 
phone details for Track and Trace. 

If we are oversubscribed one week, we will create a waiting list 
that will be placed at the top of the list for the following week. 

If you are given a place and discover you can’t manage, please 
let us know as soon as possible, to enable us to offer that place 
to someone else. 

Toilets 
Toilets can be used only if necessary as we are required to clean 
very regularly. There will be one in the church vestry, but there is 
no hot water in the church. 



We continue our fortnightly Songs of Praise this Sunday evening 
at 7.30 on Zoom. We have a selection of people who have 
chosen a hymn, which they will introduce and we will sing along. 
Relaxing and a good sing. 

Every Tuesday, we have SingSong! with familiar songs and 
some stories and memories in there too. Designed for 

everyone and dementia friendly. 2pm is when you can Zoom 
in from the website. It’s really what a Tuesday is for.  

 

Desperately Seeking Ideas. We’re looking for 
suggestions for Thursday evenings for 40 minutes or so 

from people who have: 

• travelled,  
• got an interesting hobby,  
• a question they’d like to explore in discussion,  
• a series of desert island songs,  
• a story they’d like to tell,  
• a past they’d like to tell us about - or not! (even better),  
• insight into how to use a piece of technology,  
• some art they like and would tell us about,  
• photos they have taken on holiday,  
• Zen and the art of motorbike mechanics,  
• a journey down memory lane from their childhood,  
• old photos of the area,  
• fashions they once wore with photos to match,  
• gardening tips,  
• painting tips,  
• plumbing tips,  
• baking tips,  
• the longest journey they took,  
• something they have always wanted to do but haven’t yet 
• what their bucket list contains and why 
• famous people they have met 
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• interesting people they have met 
• examples of it being a small world 
• coincidences 
• children’s books they’d like to read us live 
• films they’d recommend us to see 
• Netflix series we should watch 

Honestly, the list is endless, and we can all appear on it 
somewhere. There is a plethora of things with which we could fill 
40 minutes on a Thursday night at Sofa Surfers in a fun, relaxed, 
non-thinking way. So, if you have the least thing, or most thing, 
that you’d dare to name and tell us about, please get in contact 
with Roddy, and we’ll explore life, and all its fullness thereof, 
together in a relaxed sofa-surfing way. 

Podcast & Video services: from the church website home 
page worship banner, from midnight Saturday. 
Phone Service: dial 0141 465 5774 (after a bit of a pause). 
Zoom Communion: 10.30am: log in here. 
Songs of Praise Sunday 7.30pm  Log in from our Zoom page. 

SingSong! at 2pm on Tuesday 25th, joining in with all who 
enjoy a good sing. Especially designed for those who have some 
degree of memory loss or dementia. From our Zoom page. 
Quiz Night at 7pm on Tuesday 25th from our Zoom page. 

Sofa Surfers at 7pm on Thursday 27th. This week, a Q&A about 
opening the church for worship. On our Zoom page. 

Weekly Bulletin delivered before your first coffee Friday 
28th 

Coffee Pot at 10.30am on Friday 28th, a blether and a 
hello. THE social place, from our virtual lounge on our 

Zoom page. 

Plus, the website for daily prayers, new psalms, 
appeals, photos and poems, news, and 
everything else.
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