Hello, and welcome to this worship podcast from New Kilpatrick Parish Church. Itis
good to be with you and if this is your first time, especially those who have dialled in by
phone, then a special welcome. It is a delight to share the next 20 minutes with you.

Podcasts, streaming, YouTube, Zoom have all suddenly become part of our everyday
language. These are ways we have found ourselves getting alongside each other as we
can’t do so physically.

But none of them are new ideas. In fact there is a sense it was happening two millennia
ago when Jesus gathered the disciples and told them he wasn’t going to leave them
alone, he intfroduced them to the comforter, the advocate, the spirit. She will walk
alongside you and keep you in community.

He even gave her a trendy name, not Twilio or WhatsApp, but paracletos. It doesn’t roll
off the tongue quite so easily, but it is heaven’s own social platform and we meet there
today.

Jeanette, over the last few weeks, have you seen any example of that social platform?

Yes, | have. There is a real sense of coming together in all the telephone calls that are
being made to those within, and out with, the congregation. New connections and
friendship groups are forming, that maybe would not have happened otherwise.
Walking alongside and supporting each other.

Likewise there has been a very real sense of creating community on the windows of the
church hall, now covered in rainbows and messages of kindness. People stop and read
the poems many of which are written by school children on kindness, walking
alongside folk this mental health awareness week.

But let us fogether hear the original passage in John, and we've interspersed that with a
contemporary version:

Jesus said: If ye love me, keep my commandments

If you love me, show me by living in the way | have showed you



And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever

In so doing, you will find a spirit of love, of
compassion, of community, that will always be with ol
you

Even the Spirit of fruth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

It is a spirit the world easily misses. You must live in community, towards each other
and not self, to be aware of the spirit’s presence.

| will not leave you comfortless: | will come to you.
That present is my presence, my spirit with you, always.

Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because | live, ye
shall live also.

| can be with you for only a short while longer, but live in my spirit and you'll know me
for ever. That is how | am alive to you, and as | am alive, so you also will be alive.

At that day ye shall know that | am in my Father, and ye in me, and | in you.
We are bound up towards, and in, and through, each other

He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and | will love him, and will manifest myself to
him.

Live in this way, bound up, alongside, companions with each other, and you shall know
love, and be loved, in God.

Prayer

Let us quieten our hearts and minds in God’s presence as we come together to pray.

Loving God,

It is in communion with each other that we recognise who we are. In walking alongside
others, we see where we can support and help each other, from the very small to the
big things. At this difficult time, when on the outside everything just seems to carry on,
we can miss the reality of how people are feeling. It is in these times that we can show
love in other ways.



Gracious God, you call us to love one another, to be there for one another, and through
this commandment you will always be with us. Today, as we share in this worship
together, wherever that may be, whenever that may be, may we remember your love
and forgiveness for us in all we do, and may we extend that love and forgiveness to all.
Amen.

Short Reflection

For some of us, it feels we have jumped into the future by several years creating whole
host of ways of being community online. For some it has been a logical transition
coping with new technology, language and levels of confidence. For others, itis a
strange and foreign land being community by pressing buttons and talking fo computer
screens.

Yet still the most effective way of being together is by phoning each other. | have found
conversations are longer, more relaxed, stories are told, histories shared.

It was never not that way, but it feels more significant now, something deeper is
happening.

I'd suggest it is a gospel thing. Not exclusively
so by any manner of means. The gospel isn’t
exclusive, it shares the same ideas as many
other movements, or ideals because gospel
says, in being fully human, being the best we
are towards each other, we are living that
gospel. Gospel is relationship.

And when Jesus was with the disciplesin
those last days, John, the gospel writer, has
him pouring out his core ideas, lest they
forget, and he assures them, | will not abandon this relationship.

| will send the spirit. Many translations have translated the word in many different
ways: comforter, advocate.

The word is paracletos. Not an everyday word but we're doing it now every day. It
simply means: coming alongside another.

It's a fabulous word for the spirit. There is the gospel, again, without doctrine or creed
or denomination. The spirit, the energy of God, is found first as the one who comes
alongside another: companion, presence, traveller on the way.

Sometimes it isn’t difficult to live the gospel. It is done in community with others. We
don’t need to know things or be well versed in the bible,. You'll find the spirit of Jesus
forming relationships.



Paracletos, the new, ancient social platform that has us come alongside another. We
asked some members of the congregation for their examples of where they have
experienced that. Here’s their experiences.

Alongside

| have seen small businesses, local cafes and restaurants come alongside others...
They have done so in dropping off care packages and hot meals to the hospital staff
and in coming along side others they are advocates for a community of the spirit.

'A community in which | have seen neighbours come alongside others.
They have done so in the way they have colourful windows of rainbows and energetic

clapping with pipe music in support of all the caring sector and, in coming alongside
others they are advocates of a community of the Spirit.

'A community in which | have experienced my friends and neighbours come alongside
others with such helpful advice as to how to organise for the safe uplift of the
mountain of garden refuse which we managed to accumulate in the first few weeks of
lockdown and in letting us share in the joy of seeing the boundless energy of their pre-

school children at play in their front garden, in so doing thus coming along side others
and showing advocacy for a community of the spirit.’

'A community in which | have seen friends come alongside others in online Zoom
meetings. They have done so in catching up on news, listening to worries, taking part in
quizzes and, above all, providing much needed comforting friendship amidst isolation.
And in coming alongside others they are
advocates for a community of the spirit.

'’A community in which we have seen our
daughter come alongside others in the NHS and
care sector... They have done so at this
unprecedented difficult time, to provide the
best possible professional care for all those in
need, particularly those requiring medical care
who are suffering with covid19, where the
medical teams of Doctors, Nurses,
Pharmacists, care works, physiotherapists, and many others,

put their own lives at risk to care for their patients and care home residents, and in
coming along side others they are advocates for a community of the spirit.

'A community in which | have seen my neighbours and friends coming alongside each
other to help with ensuring the fewest shopping trips possible, helping us all fo stay
home more. They have done so in sharing online shopping deliveries, offering to pick
up anything that is needed when they are shopping and bringing lovely surprise gifts of
food treats ; and in so doing they are advocates for a community of the spirit.



'A community in which | have seen and heard family and friends from this country and
beyond come along side others. They have done so by contact over the phone,
facetime, Zoom and E Mails to ensure that we all know of their love and concern for us
and, in coming alongside others they are advocates for a community of the Spirit

'A community in which | have seen supermarket staff and fellow shoppers come along
side others. They have done so in showing courtesy and patience in the supermarket
aisles, so allowing others to feel comfortable and safe and in coming along side others
they are advocates for a community of the spirit.

Prayer

As a community of the spirit
Let us come alongside each other
And pray

Loving God

May we pray not for or about
But with folk

Alongside each other

May we chose not what ‘they’ need
But accompany each other
Through all that happens

May we pray not from a distance

Of them and us

But find it quite possible

To be alongside each other

By the bedside

In the family quarrel

In the supermarket queue

In the worry about food or job or health
In the decision making of leaders
Walking the streets with service workers
In hosptals or care homes

Beside
Alongside
Accompanying
May our prayer

So we ask less that you hear us, O God,
And more that you guide us

To be the love

Be the hope



Be the companion
Be the command, the invitation
To love

That we all might be
Together, still

Your community of the spirit
Wherever we are

However we are

Whoever we are

So be it
Amen

Epilogue

At the heart of things

At the very heart of everything
s a commandment
Arequirement.

It holds the universe together
In an invitation
To love

To find ourself

Alongside another:

To be their voice

When their voice is silenced;

To be their companion

When they only have loneliness;
To let them

Be our comforter

To be,
Yes,
To be.

Thatis love.
No more.
No less.

To be.

And when we are
When we ‘be’
When we be a Companion




Be a Voice

Be a Comforter,

We discover

We have found our invitation
Into the very heart

Of everything important

To God.

Let us live now as

Andin

the community of the spirit

All of us

And the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
The Love of God

And the Community of the Holy Spirit
Be with us all

Evermore

Amen

Thank you for letting us share worship with you today. If this is your first time doing so
then it is a pleasure to be with you. Our door is always open on line even if we can’t do
that in our building and we’re there are nkchurch.org.uk all the time with a place to
reflect in poetry, a place to meet trough zoom, a place to be active in all our projects
and social life. We focus particularly this week on Mental Health Awareness Week.
That is there on our front page so do join us if you can.

Thanks to Karen Doherty, lan and Pat Stark, Ruth Gettinby, Joanna Cooke, lan
McMillan and Jon and Dora Cossar along with Jeanette Peel who all shared our time
today.

It's been good o be with you. Please take care, stay safe and let’'s meet again soon.


http://nkchurch.org.uk

